Additional File 3 Scoping searches and benchmark articles to test comprehensiveness of
search strategy.

Table 1. Scoping searches carried out to test search string in Web of Science, Scopus and
CAB abstracts and Food Science Source combined

Search | Search string Number of results returned Notes
ID
Web of | Scopus CAB
Science | (Title, abstracts
(Topic) abstract & Food
& Science
keyword) | Source
combined
(abstracts)

#1 (*Fish*) AND (stun* OR 943 1096 1,059 Limiters added to filter
slaughter*) NOT (stunt* OR out irrelevant articles.
pig* OR swine OR pork OR
cattle OR cow* OR beef OR
chicken* OR poultry OR
turkey* OR lamb* OR sheep
OR calf OR calves OR bull*

OR jellyfish* OR crab* OR
trematode*)

#2 (*Fish*) AND (stun* OR 3,481 4,449 2,958 Welfare added to search
slaughter* OR welfare) NOT string.
(stunt* OR pig* OR swine OR
pork OR cattle OR cow* OR
beef OR chicken* OR poultry
OR turkey* OR lamb* OR
sheep OR calf OR calves OR
bull* OR jellyfish* OR crab*

OR trematode*)

#3 (*Fish*) AND (stun* OR 11,681 7,198 14,079 Kill added to string but
slaughter* OR welfare OR kill*) this returns a large
NOT (stunt* OR pig* OR swine number of irrelevant
OR pork OR cattle OR cow* OR articles (e.g. articles about
beef OR chicken* OR poultry OR pollution)
turkey* OR lamb* OR sheep OR
calf OR calves OR bull* OR
jellyfish* OR crab* OR
trematode*)

#4 (*Fish*) AND (stun* OR 4,132 5,316 3,432 Added electronarcosis,
slaughter* OR welfare OR euthanasia and electric
electronarcosis OR euthan* OR shock.

“electric shock”) NOT (stunt* Keep these terms which
OR pig* OR swine OR pork OR retrieve relevant hits. Also
cattle OR cow* OR beef OR tried spik* which
chicken* OR poultry OR turkey* increases the number of




OR lamb* OR sheep OR calf OR
calves OR bull* OR jellyfish* OR
crab* OR trematode*)

hits significantly and those
relevant are picked up
using the terms we have
already included.
Therefore, we will not
include

this term. Also tried
ikejime

which does not return any
more hits and any
relevant articles using this
term are picked up by the
terms already included.
Use this search string for
the literature searches in
English language.

#1b (Pez OR Peces OR Pescado*) 0 3 No results using Spanish
AND (aturdi* OR sacrifica*) NOT language for Web of
(cerd* OR puerco* OR vaca* OR Science and Scopus, and
buey* OR pollo* OR cavallo* OR only 1 relevant result
pav* OR terner* OR oveja* OR about stunning in CAB &
cabra* OR becerr* OR toro OR Food Science combined.
medusa* OR cangrejo* OR
trematodo*)

#2b Pez OR Peces OR Pescado*) 5 10 Only the same article
AND (aturdi* OR sacrifica* OR above about stunning in
bienestar) NOT (cerd* OR CAB & Food Science
puerco* OR vaca* OR buey* OR combined. Two articles in
pollo* OR cavallo* OR pav* OR Spanish language from
terner* OR oveja* OR cabra* Scopus that are
OR becerr* OR toro OR potentially relevant.
medusa* OR cangrejo* OR
trematodo*)

#3b (Pez OR Peces OR Pescado*) 10 11 Same articles found as
AND (aturdi* OR sacrifica* OR #2b and no further
bienestar OR mata*) NOT relevant results. Remove
(cerd* OR puerco* OR vaca* OR ‘mata*’ because ‘kill*’
buey* OR pollo* OR cavallo* OR returns large number of
pav* OR terner* OR oveja* OR hits in English language
cabra* OR becerr* OR toro OR searches.
medusa* OR cangrejo* OR
trematodo®*)

#4b (Pez OR Peces OR Pescado*) 5 10 Same results as for #2b

AND (aturdi* OR sacrifica* OR
bienestar OR electronarcosis OR
eutanasia* OR "descarga*
eléctrica*") NOT (cerd* OR
puerco* OR vaca* OR buey* OR
pollo* OR cavallo* OR pav* OR
terner* OR oveja* OR cabra*
OR becerr* OR toro OR

returned for Scopus and
EBSCO and no relevant
results returned for WOS.
This search string will be
used for the Spanish
language searches.




medusa* OR cangrejo* OR
trematodo*)

Benchmark articles to test the comprehensiveness of search string #2 from Table 1. in
Web of Science and Scopus

With the exception of Daskalova & Pavlov (2015) which was only found in Scopus, all of the
other articles were identified in both databases
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