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Market channel choice   
 

Understanding and identifying the factors influencing the choice of 

market channel by small-scale rice farmers in Thailand could  

contribute to an improvement in their income and livelihood.   

 

Thailand is a world leader in the export of rice, which is its most 

important crop.  Until 2014, Thai rice farmers received a guaranteed 

price for their rice through the government’s Rice-Pledging Scheme.     

Now that this subsidy has been removed, rice farmers face the 

challenge of a more competitive free market.  Much of the rice is 

produced on small-scale farms, which have relied on the guaranteed 

price for their income.  

 

Until now, limited research has been conducted to investigate the 

reasons for small-scale rice farmers’ choice of different market 

channels.   

 

Study aim 
 

This study aims to identify the factors affecting the choice of market  

channel by small-scale rice farmers in Thailand.   

 

Various research questions are being answered, as follows. 
  

 Have small-scale rice farmers changed their marketing channels 

since the subsidies were removed? What are the factors 

affecting their choice?   
 

 How do small-scale rice farmers plan their marketing? 
 

 Do small-scale rice farmers have a systematic approach to 

market channel selection?  If so, what is it?  

 

Methodology 
 

The first phase of the research is designed to explore 

the methods used by small-scale rice farmers in 

Thailand to sell their products via different market 

channels.  Nithicha has conducted a total of  33 in-

depth, face-to-face interviews in three main rice-

growing regions in Thailand.   (See panel for Phase 2.) 
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What next? 
 

Ultimately, this study will lead to a better understanding of the factors  

influencing the choice of market channel by small-scale 

rice farmers, and could help to create 

beneficial policy changes.    

PhD programme 
 

This briefing outlines the initial 

work of a three-year PhD 

research programme by Nithicha 

Thamthanakoon, Postgraduate 

Researcher, Harper Adams 

University and Lecturer, Kasetsart 

University, Thailand.  

 

Director of Studies : 
 

Dr Iona Huang, Senior Lecturer,  

Harper Adams University  

Phase 2  

 

The second phase of this project 

will investigate the views of a 

large number of rice farmers in 

Thailand, via a questionnaire.   
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