
Guidance for teachers and lecturers who are supporting 

students applying to Harper & Keele Veterinary School 

Applying to courses in Higher Education is such an exciting time for students. However, it can be 

quite daunting for them, especially for those who are the first in their family to do so, and therefore 

the right support from their teachers and lecturers can be crucial. 

A veterinary science degree is one of the most valuable but it is a competitive application process so 

it’s important to start planning early so that students can acquire the right qualifications and 

experiences that they will need to progress. Having said that, it might not be as difficult as you think 

to obtain an offer of a place and students shouldn’t be discouraged because they don’t fit the mould 

of a ‘traditional vet’, are not following a traditional academic route or have decided late on that this 

is what they want to do. 

Students should be encouraged to consider all vet schools when applying. They are all very good and 

will teach similar core knowledge, understanding and skills. However, they all have their own 

individual personalities and students should consider which one might suit them best. The Vets 

School Council provides an overview of the application and admissions processes to all the vet 

schools. 

 

Prior to application 

Students should read about our vet school and course. 

Harper & Keele’s degree course is a five-year course entitled Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 

(BVetMS). Other vet schools’ degree courses have different titles and this can be confusing for 

applicants.  

 

Visit us on our Open Days  

Harper & Keele Vet School has facilities at two universities: Harper Adams University and Keele 

University. During the course, a wide range of teaching sessions will be delivered at both campuses. 

Therefore, we recommend that students attend Open Days at both sites if they can. See Events for 

up-to-date information about when Open Days will take place and to sign up for updates. 

 

Work experience 

• Please check Harper & Keele Veterinary School website for up-to-date requirements (Follow 

the link and scroll down to Vocational Experience). 

• We understand that not all applicants will have equal access to work experience 

opportunities with animals. Therefore, we currently do not stipulate a set number of days or 

weeks of vocational experience. Rather than ticking off many weeks or months of work 

experience, it is more useful to be focussed about what it is the applicant wants to gain from 

specific placements and to reflect on what they have learned from it.  

https://www.vetschoolscouncil.ac.uk/applications/
https://www.vetschoolscouncil.ac.uk/applications/
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/events/
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/432/veterinary-medicine-and-surgery/


• We recognise that potential applicants might struggle to secure experience directly with vets 

in practice. To gain further insights into the veterinary profession, applicants could read 

articles from the RCVS, The Vet Times, The Vet Record Latest News and Blogs. You could 

subscribe to veterinary journals for your school or college library and use these resources to 

form a wider discussion about the roles of vets, challenges the profession faces and the 

realism of day-to-day vet practice. 

• Although it would be beneficial for applicants to have spent some time with a vet or in 

animal environments before they decide to apply, work experience in non-animal settings is 

incredibly valuable for developing and demonstrating key attributes such as teamwork and 

communication. Customer facing roles are particularly useful for gaining experience dealing 

with the general public. Applicants might need support to find and apply for such 

opportunities for paid or voluntary work.  

• Online courses can be valuable but should be seen as an enhancement to in-person 

placements rather than a replacement. The University of Edinburgh and the University of 

Nottingham offer a range of short courses (MOOCs). Schools and colleges could provide 

quiet spaces and equipment for applicants who do not have these facilities at home to 

access these resources. 

• We recommend that applicants keep notes of their reflections during their vocational 

experience as they will come in useful later when they complete the vocational experience 

reflection online form. You can support potential applicants by encouraging them to reflect 

on their experiences as soon as possible after the event, discussing these reflections with 

them, and encouraging them to note these down. 

Entry requirements 

  

https://www.rcvs.org.uk/home/
mailto:https://www.vettimes.co.uk/
mailto:https://bvajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/20427670
mailto:https://stg-blogs.bmj.com/vetrecord/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/moocs-overview
https://liveharperac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/00769020_hkvets_ac_uk/Documents/Vet%20School/guidance%20for%20teachers%20re%20student%20applications/Guidance%20for%20teachers%20and%20lecturers%20who%20are%20supporting%20students%20applying%20to%20Harper%20Keele%20Vet%20School.docx
https://liveharperac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/00769020_hkvets_ac_uk/Documents/Vet%20School/guidance%20for%20teachers%20re%20student%20applications/Guidance%20for%20teachers%20and%20lecturers%20who%20are%20supporting%20students%20applying%20to%20Harper%20Keele%20Vet%20School.docx


See the Harper & Keele website (follow the link and scroll down to Entry Requirements) for more 

information about subjects and grades required for a typical conditional offer. Some students might 

receive a contextualised offer (please see Receiving an Offer section). There is further information 

about contextual data and widening participation on the Vet Schools Council website. 

Signpost applicants to discover more about post-16 options on the UCAS website before supporting 

them with their final choices. 

For more details about alternative post-Level 3 qualification routes onto the course follow: 

https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/430/how-to-apply/ Alternative routes to study 

Veterinary Medicine at The Harper and  

Finances 

Students might have concerns about the cost of completing a veterinary science degree. Being fully 

informed before making decisions about where to apply is really important. Fees will be the same on 

all courses, however, it is advisable for applicants to research other costs associated with the course, 

including accommodation, as these will vary between vet schools. 

Follow the links for the latest information:  

Fees and Charges Brochure 2021-22 (harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk) 

Student finance: getting it right first time – (campaign.gov.uk) 

Long courses loan 

Financial support at Harper & Keele 

Vet Schools Council 

 

Applying to Harper & Keele 

Students apply directly to Harper & Keele Vet School through UCAS (institution code is H25; course 
code is D100). Students can apply to Harper & Keele plus up to three other medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary medicine or veterinary science courses. The deadline for applications is 15th October to 
begin the course the following September. 

Our admissions’ process is explained on our website and in the Vet School Council’s Admissions 
Guide. 

 

The UCAS personal statement 

UCAS guide to writing personal statements 

We do not use the personal statement section of the form to assess students during the application 

phase, although we are aware that other vet schools do. We advise applicants to look at guidance 

for other vet schools which the applicant intends to apply to and use this to guide the writing of the 

personal statement. 

 

https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/432/veterinary-medicine-and-surgery/
https://www.vetschoolscouncil.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/VSC-admissions-guide-2022.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-options
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/430/how-to-apply/
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/documents/Fees-and-Charges-2021-22.pdf
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https://www.ucas.com/
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https://www.vetschoolscouncil.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/VSC-admissions-guide-2022.pdf
https://www.vetschoolscouncil.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/VSC-admissions-guide-2022.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/writing-personal-statement/how-write-personal-statement


Academic references 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/references 

• The first important element of the academic reference is your predicted grades for the 

applicant. This is particularly relevant if the applicant is borderline in their GCSE 

performance, and/or has yet to obtain any level 3 qualifications. 

• Secondly, the academic reference is an explanation of any abnormalities, or elements not 

captured by the form, in the application. These could include: non-standard qualifications; 

extenuating circumstance that have affected the applicant’s performance; issues in 

obtaining vocational experience, and outlying low academic performance on some 

assessments. 

 

Vocational Experience Reflection online form 

After academic screening (ensuring that applicants have the required GCSE grades and are predicted 

to be achieving in the region of our normal conditional offer at Level 3), the weighting of criteria for 

calling for interview is 100% on the vocational experience reflection score. Therefore, it is important 

for the applicant to take time and care when completing this form. 

• Allow plenty of time- answers require some depth 

• This is a reflective piece, so it needs to relate to students’ first-hand experiences 

• The response must answer the question 

• Include impact they made during the experience 

• Reflect on experiences in both animal and non-animal settings 

• Proofread and edit 

We are looking to broaden the contextual criteria considered when making contextualised offers. As 

this information cannot be taken from the UCAS form, there is a section on the Vocational 

Experience Reflection online form for applicants to indicate if they fall into any of the groups e.g. 

military family, care leaver, ethnic minority group. 

The deadline for completion of this form is one week after the UCAS deadline. No reminders will be 

sent. Applications will not be processed if this form is not received. 

 

Shortlisting 

Applicants should ensure that they are available for a selection event between November and 

March. Due to the number of applicants who will attend the selection events, we may not be able to 

offer alternative slots. All applications will be assessed and scored considering the academic 

reference, vocational experience form and entrance qualifications.  

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/references


Preparing for selection events 

Before the day 

Shortlisted applicants will receive an email inviting them to a selection event. Please check junk and 

spam mailboxes regularly. They will have the opportunity to choose a convenient am or pm slot from 

a small selection of dates.  

The on-line task:  

A link to the task will be sent via email. 

The task must be completed in advance of the Selection Day event. 

It is a seven-minute task and must be completed in one session. Applicants will only have one 

attempt at the task. 

Applicants who routinely have extra time for assessments will be given 10 minutes for this task. They 

must inform us of this requirement once they receive their invitation to the selection event as they 

will be sent a different link to the task. 

Preparing for interview: 

• Practise communicating ideas clearly and coherently 

• Discuss understanding of the veterinary profession and the vet’s role 

• Reflect on their vocational experience 

• Conduct a mock interview 

• Signpost interviewees to our website to familiarise themselves with Harper & Keele 

Veterinary School. 

• Check out the latest veterinary news in recognised veterinary journals and podcasts. 

What to expect on the day:  

The four individual Multi-Mini Interviews (MMI) are each nine minutes in duration. Applicants have a 

brief time to read the scenario and assessment criteria prior to entering each station. Applicants 

should inform the school in advance if they require a reader. 

At each station, an interviewer will lead a discussion or role play activity.  

There will also be an observer present who will ensure unbiased scoring.  

The panels are comprised of Vet School staff (including professional services as well as academics 

and clinical teaching fellows) and people from other areas of the veterinary profession (such as 

Veterinary Nurses, Veterinary Physios and vets employed in clinical practices, industry, or 

government departments).  

The aims are to explore a range of student personal qualities and attributes considered important 

for veterinary students and professionals and to assess the applicant’s ability to apply themselves to 

situations relevant to the professional culture in which they will be practising.  

Applicants need to communicate effectively, show insights and be prepared to defend their 

opinions. 

 



Receiving an offer 

Widening participation: The Harper& Keele Vet School is committed to attracting students from a 

range of backgrounds and experiences. We recognise that applicants from backgrounds with 

historically low participation in veterinary programmes face several barriers to obtaining a place to 

study veterinary medicine. We seek to reduce these barriers through a contextualised admissions 

process. Further details can be found at: How to apply | Harper & Keele Veterinary School 

(harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk) 

Students can expect to receive an offer by the beginning of March. 

Students will be asked for their preference of host site when they receive the offer of a place. Host 

site will be confirmed following the release of results in August. While we will aim to ensure as many 

applicants as possible get their preferred site, this cannot be guaranteed. 

Shortly after you accept your offer through UCAS, we will send you an invitation to apply for your 

accommodation online. 

 

Offer holder days 

After receiving an offer, applicants will be invited to an Offer Holder Day which will take place at 

both Harper Adams and Keele sites. The day will give insights into the ‘day in the life’ of Harper & 

Keele students, including a range of sessions in different types of teaching facilities and transport 

between the campuses. 

 

FAQs Introduction | Harper & Keele Veterinary School (harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk) 

For help with queries, contact: admissions@hkvets.ac.uk 

https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/430/how-to-apply/
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/study/430/how-to-apply/
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/about/429/introduction/
mailto:admissions@hkvets.ac.uk

