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Assessment Regulations for 2022/23- Frequently Asked Questions V1.1 

 
The following FAQs have been collated to provide further guidance on the Assessment Regulations operated by 
Harper Adams University in 2022/23.  Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this document, but the 
Assessment Regulations (Annex 5.01 of the Academic Quality Assurance Manual) remain the definitive source of 
the current rules and regulations.  The 2022/23 Assessment Regulations can be accessed via this link. 

 
Frequently Asked Question 
(please click on the link to go directly to the FAQ) 

Related Section of Assessment 
Regulations to refer to: 

How are my module marks calculated? Section 5.1 

How many reassessments can I take if I fail some modules? Section 7.1 

When will I take my reassessments? Section 7.2 

What will happen if I fail my reassessment(s)? Section 7 and section 8 

What should I do if I can’t take an assessment? Sections 11.1 and 12 

What if I can’t complete my assessment(s) on time? Sections 11.1, 18, 19 and 20 

Will I be able to go on placement if I fail some modules this year? Section 8 

What is module compensation? Section 5.2 

What is module condonement? Section 11.2 

What if I am studying on a course which is regulated by a 
Professional Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB)? 

n/a 

What are the requirements to progress to the next year of my 
course? 

Section 8 

How do I calculate the classification of my FdSc? Sections 10.5 and 10.6 

How do I calculate the classification of my BSc Hons/BEng Hons 
degree? 

Sections 10.3 and 10.6 

How do I calculate the classification of my MEng/MSci? Sections 10.2 and 10.6 

How do I calculate the classification of my MSc/MProf/PgD? Sections 10.1 and 10.6 

If I fail modules in my final year, will I be able to go to the 
graduation ceremony? 

Sections 7.1 and 7.6 

Are there any differences in the robes that are worn at 
graduation for the different awards? 

n/a 

On what grounds can I submit an academic appeal? Section 15 

I have read the assessment regulations but I still have questions.  
Who can I speak with? 

n/a 

 
  

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/documents/assessment-regulations.pdf


How are my module marks calculated? 

• To pass a module, you need to achieve a minimum mark of 40% (average of assessments).   

• For some modules, the Professional Body may require a minimum mark to be achieved in each component 
e.g. Veterinary Nursing.  Details are available within the module descriptors, found on the Learning Hub for 
each module. 

• Details of the number, type and weighting (i.e. what proportion of the overall mark) for each module, is in 
the module descriptor and the scheme of work.  found in the Learning Hub home page for each module. 

• Here are three worked examples: 
 
Module A – Single assessment component 

Assessment Type Weighting Assessment Result Weighted Result 

Examination 100% 70% 1 x 70 = 70% 

   Module Passed 

 
Module B – Includes Professional Body requirement for each component to be 40% or higher 

Assessment Type Weighting Assessment Result Weighted Result 

OSCE 50% 35% 0.5 x 35 = 17.5% 

Examination 50% 55% 0.5 x 55 = 27.5% 

   Final Result = 45% (17.5 + 27.5) 

   Module Failed due to OSCE result even though 
final module result is greater than 40% 

 
Module C – Multiple assessment components 

Assessment Type Weighting Assessment Result Weighted Result 

Group Presentation 20% 45% 0.2 x 45 = 9% 

Individual Report 70% 58% 0.7 x 58 = 40.6% 

Peer evaluation 10% 65% 0.1 x 65 = 6.5% 

   Final Result = 56% (9% + 40.6% + 6.5%) 

   Module Passed 

 
 
How many reassessments can I take if I fail some modules? 
This depends on which year of your course you are studying as shown in the table below: 
 

Level of Study Maximum volume of reassessment 

Extended Year/Extended Foundation Year (level 3) Up to 4 modules (up to a maximum of 60 credits in 
total) 

First year (level 4) Up to 4 modules (up to a maximum of 60 credits in 
total) 

Second year(Degree) or Third Year (FdSc) (level 5) Up to 3 modules (up to a maximum of 45 credits in 
total) 

Final Year (level 6) Up to 2 modules (up to a maximum of 60 credits in 
total) 

Postgraduate (level 7) Up to a maximum of 60 credits in total 

 
  



When will I take my reassessments? 
For most students, the majority of reassessments will normally take place in July-August.  This gives you time to 
prepare and pass the modules allowing students to join the next year of study or graduate. If you fail any of your 
modules, please make sure you plan your time so you are available to do the reassessments.  
 
If you are due to go on placement this year, any reassessment should be in July/August 2023.  If you start 
placement before August, please tell your placement employer or line manager so that you can agree 
arrangements for you to complete reassessments during this period. 
 
Although the majority of reassessments will take place in July/August, a small number may be scheduled at other 
times e.g. reassessment of placement written work, reassessment of seasonal major projects and reassessment of 
the postgraduate research project.  Please contact your Course Manager or Course Tutor for further information. 
 
 
What will happen if I fail my reassessment(s)?  
Failing a reassessment will mean that you have failed the module and it will not be possible to reassess in the 
module again, but you may give an opportunity to restudy a failed module if you have satisfied the progression 
rules for undergraduate courses.  Please see the progression summary for undergraduate courses for further 
details about what this will mean in terms of you study plans for next year.  
 
Undergraduate students are able to restudy one module up to 20 credits in value.  More details are available in 
section 7.3 of the Assessment Regulations. 
 
Postgraduate students are able to restudy one module up to 30 credits in value. More details are available in 
section 7.4 of the Assessment Regulations. 
 
 
What should I do if I can’t take an assessment? 
If you are unable to take (or submit) an assessment due to illness or other significant (but unexpected) 
circumstance, then you should contact your Course Manager (or Course Tutor) to discuss if you might be eligible to 
submit a claim for mitigating circumstances.  Please be aware that if you submit work or enter an examination 
venue then you are declaring that you are fit to complete the assessment and you would be ineligible to submit 
a mitigating circumstances claim.  The Mitigating Circumstances policy is available on the Key Information Page. 
 
 
What if I can’t complete my assessment(s) on time? 
Good time management is essential and we suggest you plan carefully to ensure you have enough time to 
complete assignments.  If assessments are not submitted by the stated deadline then a mark penalty will apply (as 
detailed within the assessment instructions).  If something significant and unexpected occurs, then you may be 
able to claim mitigating circumstances, but you should contact your Course Manager or Course Tutor immediately 
and in advance of the deadline. Poor time management will not be accepted as a reason to grant extensions.  
Please note that it is not possible for your Course Manager or Course Tutor to grant retrospective extensions.   If 
you are struggling planning your time, you may find time management resources on the Learning Hub Study 
Advice pages helpful. 
 
 
Will I be able to go on placement if I fail some modules this year? 
This will depend upon how many modules you have passed after you have completed permitted reassessments.  If, 
after completing your reassessments, you have passed all but one module, then you will be able to go onto 
placement.  For additional guidance on this matter, please see the What will happen if fail my reassessment(s)? 
FAQ. 
 
  

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/apply/applicants/key-info.cfm
https://hub.harper-adams.ac.uk/moodle/course/view.php?id=4412
https://hub.harper-adams.ac.uk/moodle/course/view.php?id=4412


What is module compensation?   
This is where we give you credits for a module you have nearly passed based on our assessment of your overall 
academic performance during the year of study.  The Course Assessment Board may be able to compensate a 
failed module under the following circumstances: 

• The failed module result is between 35% and 39%; 

• The module must not be more than 20 credits in size; 

• You must have achieved a mean average mark for the year of 50% or better; 

• You must not have failed more than 40 credits in the current academic year; 

• Module must be eligible for compensation according to the programme specification. 
 
Please note, some modules that are not eligible for compensation, for example, on some professionally accredited 
courses (PSRB). These are listed in the programme specification for your course. 
 
If the Course Assessment Board compensates one of your modules, the following will happen: 

• You will be awarded the credits associated with the module (e.g. 15 credits); 

• The mark that you achieved will remain unchanged on your results profile e.g. a mark of 35% remains 
35% (and will be shown by an X on your results profile); 

• You will not be required to complete a reassessment. 
 
 
Example 1 – BSc/BSc Hons Land Based Studies (an imaginary course) – module compensated 

 Module Name 
(all 15 credits) 

% Mark 
achieved 

Module Outcome 

Module 1 Introduction to Agriculture 35 Module failed, but is eligible for 
compensation as mean mark for the year 
is greater than 50% 

Module 2 Professional Study Skills for HE 55 Module passed 

Module 3 Introduction to Business 65 Module passed 

Module 4 Introduction to the Natural Environment 60 Module passed 

Module 5 Principles of Engineering 75 Module passed 

Module 6 Nutrition and Wellbeing 50 Module passed 

Module 7 Principles of Land Management 25 Module failed but cannot be 
compensated as mark for module is less 
than 35%  

Module 8 Principles of Animal Management 55 Module passed 

 Mean mark 52.5% In this example, the student would be 
compensated in module 1, but would 
need to complete a reassessment in 
module 7. 

 
  



Example 2 – BSc/BSc Hons Veterinary Animal Studies (an imaginary PSRB course) – module not compensated 

 Module Name 
(all 15 credits) 

% Mark 
achieved 

Module Outcome 

Module 1 Introduction to Animal Handling 35 Module failed.  Although module meets 
the numeric requirements for 
compensation, the programme 
specification states that it is not eligible 
for compensation.  

Module 2 Professional Study Skills for HE 70 Module passed 

Module 3 Introduction to Veterinary Studies 80 Module passed 

Module 4 Introduction to the Natural Environment 65 Module passed 

Module 5 Principles of Animal Health 60 Module passed 

Module 6 Animal Health and Behaviour 45 Module passed 

Module 7 Introduction to Small Business 
Management 

25 Module failed but cannot be 
compensated as mark for module is less 
than 35%.   

Module 8 Principles of Animal Management 50 Module passed 

 Mean mark 53.8% In this example, the student would need 
to complete reassessments both in 
module 1 and module 7 as 
compensation is not possible 

 
 
What is module condonement? 
Module condonement is very similar to module compensation.  The key difference is that module condonement is 
based upon approved mitigating circumstances, where the evidence demonstrates student performance has been 
impacted by circumstances outside of their control e.g. bereavement. 
 
Subject to approved mitigating circumstances, the Course Assessment Board may condone a failed module under 
the following circumstances: 

• The failed module result is between 35% and 39%; 

• Individual major project modules may not be condoned; 

• Module must be eligible for condonement/compensation according to the programme specification. 
 
If a module is condoned, the original mark will remain unchanged, but the student will not be required to complete 
a reassessment. 
 
 
What is a Professional Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB) and what are the implications for my course if 
applicable? 
Professional Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB) are key organisations that provide recognition of student 
achievement from some courses.  For courses such as Veterinary Nursing, meeting the requirements of the PSRB is 
critical for students to be able to register as an RCVN. 
 
Although the majority of the assessment regulations are common across PSRB regulated courses and non-PSRB 
courses, there may be some important differences.  This may include minimum mark requirements to pass 
modules, restrictions on module compensation and requirements for the course to use specific types of 
assessment.  If your course/module is subject to PSRB requirements, this will be detailed in the Programme 
Specification for your course and/or in your course handbook.  If you have any queries relating to PSRBs, you 
should contact your Course Manager or Course Tutor in the first instance. 
 



What are the requirements to progress to the next year of my current course? 
 
Extended Foundation Degree (EFDP) and Extended Degree Programmes (EDP) 

Proceed to Level 4/Year 1 Proceed to Level 4/Year 1 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

Pass 120 credits 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 
Plus any required work experience 

Pass minimum of 100 credits 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Plus any required work experience 

Less than 99 credits passed 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
and/or 
Incomplete in work experience 

 

Foundation Degree (FdSc) 

Proceed to Level 5/Year 3 Proceed to Level 5/Year 3 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

Pass 120 credits from year 1 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass placement year 

Pass minimum of 105 credits from 
year 1 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass placement year 

Less than 104 credits passed 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 

 

Undergraduate Degree Programmes (BSc Hons and BEng Hons) 

Proceed to Level 5/Year 2 Proceed to Level 5/Year 2 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

Pass 120 credits from year 1 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 

Pass minimum of 105 credits from 
year 1 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 

Less than 104 credits passed 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 

 

Proceed to Level 6/Year 4 Proceed to Level 6/Year 4 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

(Pass 120 credits from year 1) 
Pass 120 credits from year 2 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass Placement Year 
 

(Pass 120 credits from Year 1) 
Pass a minimum of 105 credits from 
year 2 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass Placement year 

(Pass 120 credits from year 1) 
Less than 104 credits passed in 
year 2  
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Or  
Placement failed 

 

Undergraduate Integrated Masters Degrees (MEng and MSci) 

Proceed to Level 5/Year 2 Proceed to Level 5/Year 2 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

Pass 120 credits from year 1 with 
mean mark of 60% or better 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 

Pass minimum of 105 credits from 
year 1 with mean mark of 60% or 
better 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 

Less than 104 credits passed 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Or 
Mean mark is 59% or lower.  
Student may be eligible to transfer 
to BEng/BSc 

 

Proceed to Level 6/Year 4 Proceed to Level 6/Year 4 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

(Pass 120 credits from year 1) 
Pass 120 credits from year 2 with 
mean mark of 60% or better 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass Placement Year 
 

(Pass 120 credits from Year 1) 
Pass a minimum of 105 credits from 
year 2 with mean mark of 60% or 
better. 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 
Pass Placement year 

(Pass 120 credits from year 1) 
Less than 104 credits passed in 
year 2 after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments 
Or placement failed 
Or Mean mark is 59% or lower.  
Student may be eligible to transfer 
to BEng/BSc 

 

Proceed to Level 7/Year 5 Proceed to Level 7/Year 5 but 
with a restudy requirement 

Cannot Proceed 

Students must have passed the 
placement year and 360 credits 
from years 1, 2 and 4 (minimum 90 
at level 6). 
(at 1st attempt or after permitted 
reassessments) 

Students must have passed 
placement year and 240 credits 
from years 1 and 2 plus a minimum 
of 105 credits from year 4 
(after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessments) 

Less than 104 credits passed in 
year 4 after 1st attempt or permitted 
reassessment. 



How do I calculate the classification of my FdSc? 
The final classification is based on the average (mean) mark of your level 5 modules.  Typically, your mean 
mark will be based on the results from the eight modules that you study in the final year of the FdSc.  
However, it does NOT include any modules from Levels 3 or 4, even if studied in your final year. 

• If your mean mark is 70% or better - You will be awarded an FdSc with Distinction 

• If your mean mark is between 55 and 69% - You will be awarded an FdSc at Merit 

• If your mean mark is between 40 and 54%  - You will be awarded an FdSc (Pass) 
 
Where the mean mark is above 40%, it will be rounded to the nearest whole number (i.e. mean marks ending 
xx.1, xx.2, xx.3 and xx.4 will be rounded down and mean marks ending xx.5 or higher will be rounded up). 
 
What happens if my mean mark is slightly below what is required for a Distinction or a Merit? 
If the average (mean) mark achieved (after rounding) is within 1% of the higher classification, the Course 
Assessment Board will check if your results meet the following tests: 
 

A) The Adjusted Mean Mark is higher than 55% (award Merit) or 70% (award Distinction).  The Adjusted 
Mean Mark is based on all of your level 5 results but with the lowest mark removed from the 
calculation; 

B) If at least four level 5 modules are 55% or higher (award Merit) or 70% or higher (award Distinction). 
 
If the average (mean) mark is not within 1% of the higher classification, then the Course Assessment Board 
will not be able to consider upgrading the final classification. 
 
The following is an example of how the tests described above will be applied: 
 
Student A has studied eight level 5 modules in the final year of their course.  Their results are as follows: 
 

Module 1 55% 

Module 2 55% 

Module 3 55% 

Module 4 55% 

Module 5 55% 

Module 6 55% 

Module 7 55% 

Module 8 50% 

 
Award Mean Mark: 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 50 = 435.  435 divided by 8 = 54.4%  
 
Adjusted Mean Mark: 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 + 55 = 385.  385 divided by 7 = 55% 
 
In this example, Student A would be awarded a Merit as the Adjusted Mean Mark is at least 55% (but lower 
than 69.5%) and they achieved a mark of 55% in seven modules.  It is only necessary to meet ONE of the tests 
for the classification to be upgraded (although in this example the student meets both tests). 
 
 
  



How do I calculate the classification of my BSc Hons/BEng Hons degree? 
The final classification is based on a weighted average mark from modules studied at levels 5 and 6 (i.e. 
modules studied in the second and final year of the degree).  Modules studied at levels 3 and 4 are NOT 
included in the calculation of the degree classification.  Level 5 modules are weighted at 25% (even if studied 
in the final year), whilst level 6 modules are weighted at 75%. 
 
The Award Weighted Mean = (Mean mark of Level 5 modules x 0.25) + (Mean mark of Level 6 modules x 0.75) 
 
Where the award weighted mean is above 40%, it will be rounded to the nearest whole number (i.e. mean 
marks ending xx.1, xx.2, xx.3 and xx.4 will be rounded down and mean marks ending xx.5 or higher will be 
rounded up). 
 

Award Weighted Mean Mark of Associated Classification  

70% or higher First Class Honours (1st) 

Between 60% and 69% Upper Second Class Honours (2:1) 

Between 50% and 59% Lower Second Class Honours (2:2) 

Between 40% and 49% Third Class Honours (3rd) 

 
Student B has studied 15 modules (in total) that contribute towards the final classification. 
 

Second Year modules  (all level 5)  Final Year modules  (all level 6) 

Module 1 51%  HRP (30 credits) 62% (x2) 

Module 2 59%  Module 2 64% 

Module 3 51%  Module 3 62% 

Module 4 59%  Module 4 60% 

Module 5 51%  Module 5 58% 

Module 6 59%  Module 6 66% 

Module 7 51%  Module 7 60% 

Module 8 59%    

Mark Total 440  Mark Total 494 

Mean Mark L5 55% (440/8)  Mean Mark L6 61.8% (484/8) 

Please note, that as the HRP is a 30-credit module it needs to be included in the L6 mark total twice, otherwise 
calculation will not be correct i.e. although the final year only shows 7 modules, the HRP ensures that a total of 
120 credits (equivalent to 8 modules) has been studied. 
 
Award Weighted Mean = (55 x 0.25) + (61.8 x 0.75) i.e 13.8 + 46.4 = 60.2% 
 
In this example, Student B would be awarded an Upper Second Class Honours Degree (2:1) 
 
What happens if my mean mark is slightly below what is required for a 1st/2:1/2:2? 
If the award weighted mean is within 1% of the higher classification (after rounding), the Course Assessment 
Board will review your profile, including calculating the Adjusted Mean Mark of your level 5 and level 6 
modules.  The Adjusted Mean Mark is based on all of your level 5 and level 6 results but with the lowest 
contributory mark removed from the calculation (excluding the Honours Research Project) e.g. 
 
  



Student C has studied 15 modules (in total) that contribute towards the final classification. 
 

Second Year modules (all level 5)  Final Year modules  (all level 6) 

Module 1 51%  HRP (30 credits) 62% (x2) 

Module 2 59%  Module 2 62% 

Module 3 51%  Module 3 62% 

Module 4 59%  Module 4 62% 

Module 5 51%  Module 5 62% 

Module 6 59%  Module 6 62% 

Module 7 51%  Module 7 50% 

Module 8 59%    

Mark Total 440  Mark Total 484 

Mean Mark L5 55% (440/8)  Mean Mark L6 60.5% (484/8) 

n.b As the HRP is a 30 credit module it needs to be included in the L6 mark total twice, otherwise calculation 
will not be correct i.e. although the final year only shows 7 modules, the HRP ensures that a total of 120 credits 
(equivalent to 8 modules) has been studied. 
 
Award Weighted Mean = (55 x 0.25) + (60.5 x 0.75) i.e 13.8 + 45.4 = 59.2% 
 
The L6 mean excluding module 7 = HRP 62 + HRP 62 + 62 + 62 +62 + 62 + 62 = 434/7 = 62% 
 
Therefore, the Adjusted Mean Mark is 55 x 0.25 + 62 x 0.75 = 60.3% (i.e. 13.8 + 46.5) 
 
If the Adjusted Mean Mark is within 1% of a higher classification, then the Course Assessment Board will 
check if your results meet at least two of the following tests: 

A) The Adjusted Mean Mark is higher than 50% (2:2), 60% (2:1) or 70% (1st Class); 

B) The mean mark for the level 6 modules is higher than 50% (2:2), 60% (2:1) or 70% (1st Class); 

C) At least 50% of the level 6 modules (min 60 credits) achieved the higher classification grade. 
 

In this example, Student C would be awarded an Upper Second Class Honours degree as:  

A) the Adjusted Mean Mark is higher than 60%;  

B) the level 6 mean mark is 60.5% and  

C) a mark of 60%+ was achieved in 6 modules (or 105 credits). 
 
If the award weighted mark is not within 1% of the higher classification, then the Course Assessment Board 
will not be able to consider upgrading the final classification. 
 
 
  



How do I calculate the classification of my MEng/MSci? 
The final classification is based on the average mark from modules studied at levels 6 and 7, weighted 
according to credit value e.g. the Major Research Project is the equivalent of 4 standard modules.  Modules 
studied at levels 3, 4 and 5 are NOT included in the calculation of the degree classification.   

• If your mean mark is 70% or better - You will be awarded an MEng/MSci with Distinction 

• If your mean mark is between 60 and 69% - You will be awarded an MEng/MSci with Merit 

• If your mean mark is between 40 and 59% - You will be awarded an MEng (Pass) 
 
What happens if my mean mark is slightly below what is required for a Distinction/Merit 
In addition to the weighted average (mean) mark, the Course Assessment Board will also review the Adjusted 
Mean Mark of your level 6 and level 7 modules.  The Adjusted Mean is based on all of your level 6 and level 7 
results but with the lowest contributory mark (but not the Major Research Project) (in either level 6 or level 7) 
removed from the calculation. 
 
If the Adjusted Mean Mark is within 2% of a higher classification, then the Course Assessment Board will 
check if your results meet two of the following three tests: 

A) The Adjusted Mean Mark is higher than 59.5% or 69.5%; 

B) The mean mark for the level 7 modules is higher than 60% or 70%; 

C) At least 50% of the level 7 modules, (but including the Major Research Project) achieved the higher 
classification grade. 
 

 
How do I calculate the classification of my MSc/MProf/PgD? 
The final classification is based on the average mark from modules studied at levels 6 and 7, weighted 
according to credit value e.g. the Major Research Project is the equivalent of 4 standard modules.  

• If your mean mark is 70% or better - You will be awarded an MSc/MProf/PgD with Distinction 

• If your mean mark is between 60 and 69% - You will be awarded an MSc/MProf/PgD with Merit 

• If your mean mark is between 40 and 59% - You will be awarded an MSc/MProf/PgD (Pass) 
 
Where the mean mark is above 40%, it will be rounded to the nearest whole number (i.e. mean marks ending 
xx.1, xx.2, xx.3 and xx.4 will be rounded down and mean marks ending xx.5 or higher will be rounded up). 
 
What happens if my mean mark is slightly below what is required for a Distinction/Merit? 
If the average (mean) mark achieved (after rounding) is within 1% of the higher classification, the Course 
Assessment Board will check if your results meet ONE of the following tests: 
 

A) The Adjusted Mean Mark is higher than 60% (i.e. a merit) or 70% (i.e. a distinction).  The Adjusted 
Mean is based on all of your level 6 and level 7 results but with the lowest contributory mark (but not 
the Major Research Project) removed from the calculation; 
 
OR 

B) At least 50% of the level 7 modules, (but including the Major Research Project for the MSc) achieved 
the higher classification grade. 

 
If at least one of these tests is met, the Course Assessment Board will award the higher classification. 
 
If the average (mean) mark is not within 1% of the higher classification, then the Course Assessment Board 
will not be able to consider upgrading the final classification. 
  



If I fail modules in my final year, will I be able to go to the graduation ceremony? 
If you fail any modules in May/June, you may be eligible to reassess in those failed modules (subject to the 
limits defined in the assessment regulations) during the summer (July/August). 
 
If you successfully pass these reassessments, you will be able to graduate with the rest of your cohort. 
 
If you fail any/all of your reassessments, the Course Assessment Board will review your results and determine 
if either of the following options apply:  

• an interim award (e.g. Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education, BSc (ordinary 
degree) or BEng (ordinary degree). If you accept, then you may still attend graduation to receive the 
interim award.  but you will not be able to complete any further work to ‘upgrade’ your award in the 
future; 

• Restudy a failed module (in order to complete your FdSc or Honours degree), then your graduation 
will be deferred by at least one year. 

 
 
Are there any differences in the robes that are worn at graduation for the different awards? 
No, not within each level of study i.e. all undergraduate students will be eligible to wear the same type of 
robes. 
 
For further details on the academic dress associated with Harper awards, please see the Academic Dress page 
of the Harper Adams website. 
 
On what grounds can I submit an academic appeal? 
You are NOT able appeal against the academic judgement of examiners. In other words, it is NOT possible to 
appeal because you are unhappy with the mark awarded. 
 
Academic Appeals can be made in exceptional circumstance if you believe one or more of the following 
applied: 

• Material error or irregularity 
Illustrative examples of material error or irregularity such as the University has not correctly followed 
its rules/regulations. 

 

• Mitigating Circumstances not known to the Assessment Board 
This applies in rare circumstances whereby you unable to submit all evidence prior to the Assessment 
Board e.g. a very recently diagnosed health condition.  Cases of this type do need to be supported by 
appropriate independent evidence which verifies the mitigating circumstance(s) and why the 
circumstance(s) could not be shared earlier. This is not an opportunity to resubmit your mitigating 
circumstance claim in the hope you will get a different outcome.  

 
Before submitting an academic appeal, you should first consult with your Course Manager or Course Tutor for 
further advice on the process.  The academic appeals process can be accessed on the Key Information page of 
the HAU website. 
 
 
I have read the assessment regulations but I still have questions.  Who can I speak with? 
Please contact your Course Manager or Course Tutor if you have any questions about the assessment 
regulations. 
 

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/events/graduation/academic-dress.cfm
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/apply/applicants/key-info.cfm
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