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Managing the variables

The National Centre is of
significant benefit in helping
policy-makers and the wider

public recognise the vital
contribution mace by he
agricultural engineering secter
to future food proauction.

Roger Lane-Nett
Chief Executive of the AEA
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The role of the Centre
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s second role is to provide a focal point for
; offering a place for agriculturalists o meet

Jrce information, and gathering and disseminating

practice from within the UK and abroad. To
ieve this, it has recently recruited experts in the fields
controlled fraffic management, mechatronics and
ydraulics.

Networking and support for the industry

oming practice
y and some people are still
early practitioners used technology
ow employed in mainstream agriculture, and
any farmers have modified their techniques because
of what they've learned by adopting some aspects of
precision farming.

The National Centre is a much-needed resource. While
farmers are expected to produce more food, there is a
growing recognition of the need to protect soils, manage
water and nutrient availability, and improve animal
welfare.

Harper Adams is ideally placed to host this new inifiative
because of its academic record in agricultural higher
education, its strengths in applied research and
knowledge exchange and its links with the industry

and organisations such as the Institution of Agricultural
Engineers and the Agricultural Engineers Association.

In discussion with the Agricultural Engineers Association,
the recently formed AEA Precision Farming Forum works
with the National Cenfre to promote knowledge transfer
and assist networking.



Open forum

Collaboration and partnership

Harper Adams University College

Tel: +44 (0) 1952 820280

Fax: +44 (0) 1952 814783
Email: ncpf@harper-adams.ac.uk

More needs to be done 1o

bring advances in technology
and innovation to a wider
audience in the agri-food sector
— the Centre does this.

Dr David Llewellyn
Principal of Harper Adams University College

The agricutural inaustry needs
a facity where research can
loe carri@d out in @ secure and
will be learned and appked
@across the sector.

Professor Richard Godwin
Chairman of the Douglas Bomford Trust
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